The title compound was isolated from stem bark of Croton oblongifolius Roxb. A single crystal of the title compound was obtained by recrystallization from ethyl acetate, m.p. 104 °C -105 °C and [a] a = -114.8° (c = 1, MeOH).
The crystal has two independent hardwickiic acid molecules in the asymmetric unit. The two molecules form an asymmetric intermolecular hydrogen bonded dimer. The 01-02' and 01'-02 distances are 2.679(3) A and 2.669(2) A, and the Z.01-H10-02' and ¿01'-Hl'0-02 angles are 172° and 160°, respectively. For the intermolecular hydrogen bonding between the two carboxyl groups, the carboxylic planes connected to the C4 and C4' are twisted from the characteristic of sp 2 double bond plane of C4=C3 andC4'=C3' with the ¿01-C18-C4-C3 and ¿01'-C18'-C4'-C3' torsion angles of -28.8(4)° and -27.0(4)°, respectively. The twist might be due to the steric effect of the C19 methyl group. The distances of 1.332(3) A, 1.339(4) A, 1.223(3) A and 1.221 (3) A, respectively, confirm the double bond character of the C3=C4, C3'=C4', C18=02 and C18'=02' bonds. Two independent molecules occurring in the asymmetric unit may be deduced from different packing, resulting in slight conformational differences on both the twistable -CH2-CH2-group and the attached furyl unit The conformation of the rings A (CI to C10) and B (C10 to C9) were analyzed by calculating the ring-puckering parameters [10] using the PARST program [11] , The ring A is a half-chair conformation H6 with the puckering parameters Q= 0.539(2) A and 6= 52.15(3)°. The ring B adopts a chair conformation with the puckering parameters Q = 0.556(2) A and 0 = 3.94(2)°. The methyl C19 and C20 groups are located on the same side. Therefore, the configurations of C5, C8 and C10 (sp 3 ) chiral centres induce the R, and C9 the 5 configuration, resp. The absolute configuration agrees with that reported for (-)-hardwickiic acid obtained by [ 1 ] . Interestingly, the moieties of the furan chains connected to C9 and C9' are nearly planar, even though Cll-C12 and ell'-C12' are both single bonds. The deviation of the mean plane for both furan chains (C9, CI 1 to C16,03 and C9', CI 1' to 
